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THE  PYMATUNING 


Pymatuning  Reservoir  Project 

Purpose — Flood  control  and  flow  regulation  of  the  Shenango  and 
Ohio  rivers. 

First  land  acquired  in  1913. 

Upper  reservoir  gates  closed  December  5,  1933. 

Lower  reservoir  gates  closed  January  23,  1934. 

Total  area  25,000  acres— 17.000  acres  water  and  8,000  acres  land. 
Lake  16  miles  long,  1.6  miles  average  width.  Maximum  width  2.2 
miles. 

Shore  line  70  miles,  largest  water  area  in  Pennsylvania. 

Tributary  drainage  area  160  square  miles. 

Capacity  64,275,000,000  gallons.  Maximum  depth  35  feet. 

The  name  Pymatuning  is  of  Indian  origin,  meaning  “Crooked- 
mouthed man's  dwelling  place.” 


Wildlife  Refuge 

Purpose — To  furnish  migatory  waterfowl  a protected  location  in 
which  to  feed,  rest,  and  nest  in  their  flights  North  and  South.  Only 
one  of  its  kind  in  Pennsylvania. 

Established  1935,  situated  on  the  “Atlantic  Fly  way.” 

Total  area  3,670  acres — Water  area  2,500  and  land  area  1,170  acres. 

Twenty-two  islands  in  refuge  which  furnish  excellent  nesting  sites. 

Ford  Island  comprises  103.3  acres  on  which  is  located  the  Land 
Management  Game  Protector’s  dwelling  and  the  museum. 

Outside  boundary  of  refuge  13j4  miles,  containing  much  shore  line 
suitable  for  nesting  areas. 

Migratory  Waterfowl  and  Shore  Birds 

Many  waterfowl  and  shore  birds  find  the  area  a haven  of  rest  during 
their  spring  and  fall  migrations.  As  many  as  70,000  ducks  have  been 
observed  during  a single  day  during  tbe  height  of  the  migration. 

Many  unusual  nesting  records  were  made  at  the  Pymatuning  during 
the  first  year  or  two  following  its  establishment.  Among  these  were 
verified  records  of  the  nesting  of  the  ruddy  duck,  redhead,  ring-necked 
duck,  and  the  shoveller.  Pymatuning  still  has  a nesting  population  of 
mallards,  black  ducks,  blue-winged  teal,  and  wood  ducks,  but  its  greatest 
value  is  as  a resting  and  feeding  area  for  migrating  birds. 

The  color  plate  on  opposite  page  is  only  one  of  eight  such  beautiful  illustrations  con- 
tained in  The  Birds  of  Pymatuning  by  Wm.  C.  Grimm  which  can  be  purchased  for  $1.00 
from  the  Museum  Superintendent  or  the  Game  Commission  at  Harrisburg.  Color  plate 
courtesy  of  the  iowa  Conservation  Department. 

Wood  duck,  male  in  eclipse  plumage;  female 
Wood  duck,  juvenile  male;  adult  male 

Baldpate,  adult  male;  female  (top)  and  male  (below)  during  autumn  moult 
European  widgeon 

Gadwall,  female;  male  during  autumn  moult 
Gadwall,  adult  male 


Wildlife  Food 


Several  species  of  aquatic  plants  which  are  important  as  waterfowl 
foods  are  present  in  the  area.  These  include  the  pondweeds,  coontail, 
and  water-weed  (Anacharis) . In  addition  the  marsh  areas  have  good 
stands  of  smart  weeds,  rice  cut-grass,  and  various  sedges  and  rushes 
which  are  relished  by  waterfowl. 

To  supplement  the  natural  food  supply  already  present  experiments 
have  been  conducted,  and  considerable  success  attained,  by  lowering  the 
level  of  the  refuge  lake  each  spring  and  planting  the  exposed  flats  with 
wild  duck  millet  and  smartweed  seed.  In  late  summer,  after  the  plants 
mature  their  seed,  the  level  of  the  water  is  again  raised  to  make  the 
food  supply  available  to  waterfowl. 

To  further  augment  the  food  supply  several  patches  of  buckwheat, 
wheat,  and  corn  are  planted  each  year.  Part  of  this  is  harvested  to  feed 
waterfowl  during  the  winter  and  during  the  spring  migration,  the  rest 
is  left  in  the  fields  for  the  birds  to  consume.  The  wheat  fields  are  par- 
ticularly attractive  to  geese  as  these  birds  are  very  fond  of  the  green 
leaves. 


Museum 

The  museum  was  constructed  and  is  being  maintained  by  the  Penn- 
sylvania Game  Commission  for  the  display  of  mounted  specimens  of 
the  wild  waterfowl,  marsh,  and  shore  birds  that  visit  the  Pymatuning 
region.  It  was  completed  and  opened  to  the  public  on  October  15, 
1938.  The  exhibit  now  contains  nearly  300  mounted  specimens,  repre- 
senting over  65  species  of  birds,  and  additions  are  made  from  time  to 
time.  Most  of  the  species  are  shown  in  flight  as  well  as  standing,  thus 
enabling  one  to  stud}'  the  characteristic  markings  shown  when  the  birds 
are  flying.  Practically  all  of  the  specimens  were  collected  on  or  near  the 
area. 

The  public  is  cordially  invited  to  visit  the  museum.  Admission  is 
free.  Parking  facilities  are  available.  Thousands  of  people  from  all 
over  the  country,  and  many  from  foreign  lands,  visit  it  each  year. 

The  museum  is  open  daily  from  May  1 to  October  31  from  10:00  a.  m. 
to  7:00  p.  m.  During  the  month  of  November  it  is  open  by  appointment 
only  to  groups. 


